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were not due to be tested in 1998. As water travels over the land or underground it can pick up substances or contami-
nants such as microbes, inorganic and organic chemicals, and radioactive substances. All drinking water, including
bottled drinking water, may be reasonably expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. It’s impor-
tant to remember that the presence of these contaminants does not necessarily pose a health risk.

In the table you will find many terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better
understand these terms we’ve provided the following definitions:

Non-Detects (ND)- laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present.

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l)- one part per million corresponds to on minute in two years or a
single penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (pph) or Micrograms per liter- one part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single
penny in $10,000,000.

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L)- picocuries per liter is a measure of the radiocactivity in water.

Millirems per year (mrem/yr)- measure of radiation absorbed by the body.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU)- nephelometric turbidity unit is a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess
of 5.0 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.

Action Level- the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a
water system must follow.

Treatment Technigue (TT)- a treatment technique is a required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in
drinking water.

Maximum Contaminant Level- the “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in
drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal- the “Goal” (MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which
there is no known or expected health risks. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

As you can see by the table, our system had no violations. We’re proud that your drinking water meets or ex-
ceeds all Federal and State requirements. We have learned through our monitoring and testing that some constituents have
been detected. The EPA has determined that your water IS SAFE at these levels.

All sources of drinking water are subject to potential contamination by substances that are naturally occurring or
man made. These substances can be microbes, inorganic or organic chemicals and radioactive substances. All drinking
water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The
presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More information about con-
taminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

MCL’s are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated
constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-
million chance of having the described health effect.

Nitrates: As a precaution we always notify physicians and health care providers in this area if there is ever a higher than
normal level of nitrates in the water supply..

Lead: Lead in drinking water is rarely the sole cause of lead poisoning, but it can add to a person’s total lead exposure.
All potential sources of lead in the household should be identified and removed, replaced or reduced. No lead has ever
been detected in the water supply. However, lead has been detected in water drawn from a few homes. The source is



leaching from household plumbing and fixtures when water stands for long periods of time. We are adding a corrosion
inhibitor to the water to reduce the leaching effect. As a secondary precaution, you may want to run the water 30 to 60
seconds before using for drinking or cooking purposes. This will significantly reduce any potential exposure to lead.

Water Hardness: The water supplied by Davidson Water, Inc. in 1998 averaged 20 parts per million or 1.2 grains per
gallon of calcium carbonate. Water hardness is a measure of its mineral content, specifically, calcium and magnesium.
When water contains more than 125 ppm or 7.5 gpg it is considered hard. Our water is definitely not hard.

Sometimes we see black or pink residue where water stands for long periods of time such as a water bowl for pets.
This is caused by spores in the air landing in the water causing mold to grow. Cleaning these areas regularly and applying
a bleach solution should help prevent the mold from reappearing for an extended period of time. Rinse your pet bowls
thoroughly with fresh water if cleansed with a bleach solution.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk
from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants
are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

We have finished our audit for Y2K. We feel confident that your water service will not be interrupted. We have
upgraded our generators and have bulk storage for chemicals to treat the water. Hope you have a great new year.

RATE INCREASE
Effective January 1, 2000

Thank you for allowing us to continue providing your family with clean, quality
water this year. In order to maintain a safe and dependable water supply we
sometimes need to make improvements that will benefit all of our customers.
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We at Davidson Water, Inc. work around the clock to provide top
quality water to every tap. We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are the heart of our

community, our way of life and our children’s future.





